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自序  PREFACE
導讀   INTRODUCTION
第一論  天理論.
DISCOURSE 1
COSMIC PRINCIPLES




PATTERNS AND THE LAWS OF ENERGY


問曰：「什麼是佛」？答曰：「狗屎是佛」。問曰：

        「如何修佛」？答曰：「餓了就吃，睏了就睡」。
A seeker of the truth asked: “What is Buddha?”

The living Buddha Ji Gong replied: “Buddha is a pile of bull shit.”

The seeker asked: “How does one practice to be a Buddha?” 

Ji Gong replied: “When hungry: eat; when drowsy, sleep.”

第二論  觀念論

DISCOURSE 2  
IDEAS AND THEORIES





FORMATION AND INFLUENCES

某徵能工巧匠，一人施施然而至，某問：「未見君之器。」

      曰：「觀而知之，決而行之；觀而不知，縱有器能決乎？」

There was an advertisement for a talented craftsman, and a person came for the interview.

The interviewer commented:  “I don’t see your tools.”
The craftsman responded: “I must first see the task you require me to do.

After that I can decide how to approach it.  If I see the task, but don’t understand it, what use are any tools?”
第三論  層次論

DISCOURSE 3 
HIERARCHICAL STRATA




STRUCTURE ANALYSIS, CLASSIFICATION METHODS

      登泰山而小天下；登華山，始知天下之大；登天山，

      但見白雪皚皚；若登喜馬拉雅山，仰望蒼天而無語。
After ascending Mt. Tai, you think the world is small,

Upon reaching the top of Mt. Hua, you begin to comprehend the size of the world,

At the top of Mt. Tian, all you see is the endless expanse of white snow,

If you climb the Himalayas, you gaze on the vastness of heaven and are speechless.
第四論  思維論

DISCOURSE 4
 THINKING PROCESS





 CONCEPT NETWORK

陰陽互動，正反相生，摩擦而有熱，蠋淚輕垂於微明。

春暖花始開，有刺激必有反應，人知天地之妙是為靈。

The Yin and Yang interact; the positive and negative emerge;
Grinding and rubbing, heat results; the candle wax drips softly in the faint light.

The warmth of spring makes flowers bloom; a stimulus must have a reaction;

And we know the Spirit holds the wonders of Heaven and Earth.
第五論  人性論
DISCOURSE 5 
HUMAN NATURE





SURVIVAL AND POTENTIALITIES

 狙公賦芧，曰：「朝三而暮四」。眾狙皆怒。曰：

「然則朝四暮三」。眾狙皆悅。〈莊子˙齊物論〉

A keeper of monkeys announced: “You will be fed three times in the morning, and four times in the evening.”
The crowd of monkeys became angry.

“In that case, we will feed you four times in the morning, and three in the evening.”
All the monkeys were happy.

(Zhuang Zi, “The discourse on the origin of things”)
第六論  認識論

DISCOURSE 6 
COGNITION





FROM PERCEPTION TO UNDERSTANDING

適莽蒼者，三餐而反，腹猶果然；適百里者，宿舂糧；

適千里者，三月聚糧。小年不及大年，奚以知其然歟？

Those suited for a sprint, eat three meals every day, and their stomach is empty.

Those suited for a 100 mile march, can last on a night’s grain.

Those suited for a thousand miles need three months of grain.

A small harvest is not as large as a major harvest, what is not like this?

第七論  價值論

DISCOURSE 7  
VALUES





CRITERIA AND SYSTEMS


   白日依山盡，黃河入海流。欲窮千里目，更上一層樓。

        寥落古行宮，宮花寂寞紅。白頭宮女在，閑坐說玄宗。
The day ends in the mountains, the Yellow River flows into the ocean.

Wanting to see for a thousand miles, you must ascend to the next level. 

In the abandoned palace, the flowers are few and red. 

A gray hair concubine sits idly, talking of an Emperor past.
第八論  行為論

DISCOURSE 8
BEHAVIOR





INTENTIONAL ACTIONS

      老子曰：將欲取天下而為之，吾見其不得已。天下神

      器，不可為也，不可執也，為者敗之，執者失之。

Lao Zi said: For those who desire to control the world,

I do not think that it can be gained.

The holy vessels of the earth cannot be acted upon or possessed,

Those who try to use it will fail,

Those who try to possess it will lose it.

第九論  知識論

DISCOURSE 9 
KNOWLEDGE 




COMMON SENSE APPROACH AND

NATURAL LANGUAGE


螳螂，昆蟲界之職業殺手也，舉其雙臂，天下無敵。

   
螳臂，可當車也，交通事故頻傳，未曾見得一螳屍！
Praying mantis, the professional assassin of the insect world,

When it raises its claws, it has no equal.

The claws of the praying mantis are said to be able to block a vehicle,
Accidents occur with great frequency, but we have yet to see a mantis corpse.
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