Chapter 3, Section 2: Sign selection for Single Unit characters

‘ EXERCISES on Single-Unit characters: (for traditional and simplified characters):

On the following exercise some characters are simple single units (completely united), some
are more complex Single Units (they contain gaps but are considered “virtually integrated”).

‘ EXERCISE 1:

Write .. .
Codes & Signs Pinyin English ANSWERS
| g \ tough (of food); AV
gen straightforward, blunt H X
.\ utensil; tool; to possess; BMM
2 ')E]\‘ Ju furnish [N——nN
to swing arms; to move BOU
3 % shuai backwards and forwards; Q
[T+ L
throw
4 % di younger brother; junior gNéHl b
N2 . FB
5 rl] X120 resemble v B
6 ‘_Ij}. ran gradually; slowly (literary) GB
+ 11
. 7_5:_ hi red, bare; loyal, sincere; GLNC
VAN chi single-hearted + ) A
* .- HAYD
] % X130 an owl JHE K
9 % * niao slender, delicate IjAJ X X
- quiet, well behaved, clever; HJLP
10 ;"E‘ gual perverse, to oppose J+ 1t
11 ii— chui to hang down IjJ}‘*h;[i -
0 )__’r - a weight measure of about 1/2 | HML
jm kilogram — |
s L ji a small table g
14 }:[J fan ordinary IjN% .
15 !2'; niu cattle Ij(i
fi shéng to give birth, produce, life Ij(iM
, hair, feather, wool; little; a HQU
E} mao dime 1/10 of a Yuan JE L

* Al »>
[ % ) ;ﬁ% . the corresponding simplified shapes of these two characters is [ 7% ’ % ] and

their respective code in the Guobiao environment is: PYSD and PYSV. ]
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Chapter 3, Section 2: Sign selection for Single Unit characters

Write Codes

& Signs Pinyin English ANSWERS
s }E h3 first, for the first time; HS
zha suddenly, abruptly; spread; / F
19 ua melon or squash ENACE
Ii:\ g L »\
F .. to request, to look for; to try; to | IJE
20 /ﬁ qiu strive for N oK
~ . IK
21 k quan a dog N A
> , most outstanding, especially; IKU
“ jEJ you wrongdoing N L
5 . . JBMC
23 =1 zhén  true; real; truly FH A
o4 ‘h , the cause, because, by, to LW
you allow, follow the wishes of... | HH
- - to state or explain; the ninth of | LWL
2 éJ shén the twelve Earthly Branches [ H |
26 E‘ yu jade; fair beauty l\jil N
. primary; original; to forgive; a | MHAF
7)) i\ yuan - oource; a plain; — /=
28 -:F‘ gan dry; hollow; free; IL/I‘L_
29 \EE] yu rain IL/ILIB IXJ s
30 ; dai evil; vicious; crooked 1;/1_1:1 N
* . . NWF
31 fish
6@\ yu 15 7 BEIH\\
32 é’( shi arrow; to vow; swear /O_K o
. ) QMV
33 % biao surface, exterior g
. o SJ
34 er ear, something like a ear F
S . a business, employment, TCTD
35 ye . . o
1~ property; to engage in 1LV R
= ) TCTE
36 % cong to collect, crowd, grove vy
37 jﬁl_ yang  asheep EQ}L
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Chapter 3, Section 2: Sign selection for Single Unit characters

Write Codes

& Signs Pinyin English Correction
3 4:'-— jing a well rﬂT n
| I ) = UvIl
39 A A you secluded, deep IRTA
40 ‘? ey number one; indefinite person; WL
Jia first of the Heavenly Stems; H |
41 ‘? zhuo tall, erect, eminent ‘EAJEI T
- YBUC
4 /é‘ * zhén loyal L HL A
43 Eﬁ shang  discussion XC\]/% Rﬂ i
” .,}\- . to join; to cross; to hand over; YCK
A J1a0 relationship; NN
> . master; owner; to manage; YG
. ,£ zhu advocate - +
N
46 ﬁ fang square XHi =
. ] Jhi to stop; suppress, prohibit; YLM
only, merely F I —
" & bi a step, go on foot, a stage of YLMH
/ u development; to tread Fl — 7
4 K calorie; card; check post; guard- | YMY
a house; to block; check; strangle; | - —
3 - hard working; suffering, bitter, YTJ
% :F‘— Xin hot, pungent, B
51 ""I—,Z‘% chi (related to evil spirits) XUL( Ii< 1
~ . to die; flee; lose; destroy; YV
t Wang  deceased - L

*
[ /é\ => D':l‘ YBO (which is not a single unit character)]

@ EXERCISE 2: X Reconstruct the characters using the Signs as building blocks!

Look at the codes and signs in the last column of the tables above, and try to remember what

character they represent; then, write the characters in the margin of the book or on a

different sheet of paper.

You should hide the second and third column.

You can get hints from the English meaning column.

This exercise is highly effective for learning the signs, AND will help increase your Chinese
vocabulary.
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